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*The M iss i ng L i nk : a fou ndat ion cou rse i n l ite ratu r

A rahهم.3ا

hat 1 p ropose to do i n th i s paper i s to presen t the theoretical groundwork , the

gu id i ng p r i nc i p le s and the forma t of a book curren tly being publ i she

B r idging The Cap . Th i s book has been des igned by the Literar

Re search Group of the Departmen t of Engl i sh of the Univers ity of Algiers fo

year s tuden ts embarki ng on a degree in Engl i sh S tudie

i s to say a t the ou tse t that br idge
- bu i ldi ng bu s ines s - the theme of the pre sen

1 be l ieve lias been w i th us for q ui te some tirne now ; as a matter
-

of- fac

1 9 8 8 . . . w hen we took s tock of ou r p re l im inary i n v e s tigatio n s regarding th

of Li tera ture in Tertiary Education

Those pre l im inary inves tigat ion s i nc luded

,ined( and st il l obtains

in ou r u n i ve rs i t ies(!

nes and2@اكأْنج 1

;Th ink it Ove

an a s s e s sm en t o f th e p a p e r s o f the 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 E ng l i s h D ep ar tmen t e n tra nc

tionممر@4كا

.vey-question na i re pu t to the l icence s tuden ts of the U n ivers ity of Alg iers

findi ng s we re summed up i n a p aper p re sen ted at the Twen ty
- Fo urth H ighe

1
ationح Teachers of Engl i sh Conferencخ

:

my po int c learس@؟له

@ble but also feasible along theللأ

:fo l low ing l ines

,i)in tegration of the var iou s dimen s ion s of l iterature ( l inguistic)

،(ing,reading and writing؟لمه

:i i) ex tensive u se of the s tuden ts
'

commun icative competence)

;i i i ) tex t se lec tion based on l ingu i stic and c ul tural access ibil i ty)

;iv ) emphas i s on genre s tudy and l i terary
-

cr i tical termino logy)

iou s7ْلة

l i teratures of the Eng l i sh
-

speaking wor ld
2

.onférenceشأخلهشأئلأ

.9921,(ow: FIETE 88 and Departemen t of E iw l i sh L i tera tureدث

.7 lh.7.2-؟4 id . . P
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That s tatemen t of purpose was al l n ice and good ; bu t i t s ti l l had to be translated i

of attainable pedagogica l objec tive s ,
backed by an appropr iate educational theor

question : why teachحْلة

l i tera ture at a l l

:The purpose of teach ing Li terature in an E . F. L . context i s

;ofthe Eng l ish language@كا44)كأ،س

i n7ة 4 @c ting cert

،
maةtures of fic tion

, poetry ,
r

to have a better understanding of the soc ieties where Eng l ish Li terature is writte

and rea

u ltimately to evaluate the l iterariness of a text , i . e . the sum tota l of dev ices used in)أ

.order to jo l t us in to recogn i tion , and even tual ly , evaluation

:Each of these goa ls w i l l be reached in the fo l low ing seq uenc

Year 1 : language
- based approac

Year II : genre
- based approach

;approachْ@لةا

.approach(@

f
the

Thللأه. is four- dimensional , graded method
3
wou ld enable u s to focus , in each ye

ater for44،اشأ@
كا(@اص@ة"

.thestuden t
'

s cogn i tive and performative capabi l i ties

)ourse description outlineلأشأخ،@

:(tion*ئىكاةء

sec . by I he presen t au thor ,

"

Li tcra tu rc Teachin; in

i n E l - Mou barr i z . rev ue pér iod iq ue académ iq ue
.

e t Sc iences Humaines , jan v ier - ju i n 1 993 . Th i s paper

ce on L i ter u u re and L ino u is t ics , U n i ve rs i ty of Fe

,3.For a reasoned accour t of the whole procedurc

"MaghrebiUn ivers i ties : towards a redep loymen

par l
'

Ecole Norma le S upérieure des Let tre

Maghreb i Con feren

1Decemhe
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لمحالكدلمحدث

COURSE DESCRIPTION OUTL I N

YEAR OF THE CURR ICULU

COURSE TITLE

o r the s tuden t i n te rni s o fا

.i)know ledg

sk i l l s(أ)أ

il . SYLLABU

ourse con ten tأ(محأ(

4@
.

s and no

rema in w i th u s ad v i tam eterna rn

ا

III .TECHNIQUES AND METHODS

(cture)or travaux dirigés (praticalsا()ح

w i l l do . What i s requ ired is an expl ic i t formu lat ion of each ac tiv i ty type ; e . g . in wha

the exerc i ce s des igned for Second Year s tuden ts differ from those in tended fo

Year s tuden t

13 ASSESSMENT FORMA

of exerc i ses wh ich be s t eva l ua te the s tuden t
'

s acqu i s i tion s and performance i

se tه؟

7 BIBLIOGRAPH

VI . AREAS OF COORDINAT ION w i th other courses/modules of the sam

لأص@احة

Bu t before com ing to that , we had firs t to determine
,
in a rough

- and - ready way,
th

of the A lgerian s tuden t and to take stock of the con straints which we are calle

cope wi th in the academic env ironmen t here and no

(female in general) with a low level of linguisticلةة4ْلما

She (we might as.

;we l l use the fem in ine gender ! ) has no experience whatsoever wi th foreign literatur

exposure to the Arab ic language l iterature i s genera l ly tinged
- no t to say tainted

h conten t orientation , ro te learning and teacher،أ*خ

,(centerednessare the dominan t feature

1 3
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Aةا" iةا"+ألة2)ظPr . Si Abd cr 1 99Eظاساشا2شا

She has been brough t up i n a Berbe ro - Arab Is lam ic env i ronnen t where obedience t

be it paren ta l or i n s t i tu tiona l , i s s ti l l the ru le

a re su l t o f th e dow n -

g r ad i ng o f the s ta tu s o f th e Fre nc h lan guage or o f th

of o the r Eu ropean language s a l toge the r , she i s fur the r c u i t off from th

of the Eng l i sh
-

speak i ng wor ld ; pence the need to make a l lowance fo r

cu l tu ra l gap . . . and a th reate n ing
`

p idg in i sa t i o n
'

of En g l i s h ! In a mor

way , she i s o ne of a coho r t of fe l low - s tuden ts sc ?amb l i ng for scrap s o

in ove r
-

c rowded lec tu re ha l ls and i n l i brar ies pathe t ica l l y dep leted of an

to - date materia

i s to u nd e r l i n e a t o n ce th e n e ed fo r u s to ap p ro a c h v e ry c a u t i o u s l y an

te ac h i n g me t h o d s t h a t d o fl o t t a k e i n t o ac c o u r t o u r p re s e n t
`

predicamen t . I nn o ther wo rd s we mu st make the be s t o f the hab i ts acqu i red by o u

aou ia
-

esq ue%7@ص

st icki ng to the trad itional tr ia l of teacher- tex t - s tuden t , occas iona l ly en l ivene

after a l l

doe s no t prec lude u s from t ry i ng to free the s tuden t from the au thoritarian i s

she has been sub jec ted to i n the Secondary , by mak i ng u se of the l ibera t iv

of Li teratur

i s to underl ine the cen tra l ro le of the teache r . He niu s t r igh tfu l ly de serve the t i t le o

كا"حاة

mus t not be regarded as an end in i tse l f ; i t mu s t be seen in the b roade r con tex t o

i . e . one that en su re s the fo rmat ion of the studen t
'

s i nte l lec tual andضأ

.whole@أشأح3آ@

Bearing these broad data in m inci ,
we came up w i th the conc lu s ion that the on ly v iab l

in wh ich Li te ratu re cou l d be taugh t to the Fi rs t Yea rs was by bu i ld i ng upon th

exper ience i n the S ec onda ry Mi l le g rad u a l l y edg ing them towards th

and dernand s of the U n ive rs i t

geس@3
- ba sed app roach ; one that does no t exc l u@،ا

.howeverthe cu l tural and s ty l istic dimen s i o n

These were then the theo ret ica l fou nd a t ion s of BR IDG ING THE GAP, an integrate

cu l ture and L i teratu re cou rse5 , the mos t di s tinc t ive features of which ar

as fo l low

aboveانحاشا. - men t ioned a rt iشا

،

ْ

%
. supraاشأ

)2؟
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rs t Year s tuden ts , i t w i l lأ@ا

be u sed w i th sonie p rofi t by J un io r s and S ophomo re s a s we l l , as a re su l t of i t

we came to rea l ize after p i l o t teach i ng w i th the Fi rs t)لأ

.(Years , the Second Years and the Th i rd Year

es the gap in mo re ways than one : be tween the Fre sher i n q ues tحع
ا؟لىأْ

en l igh tenmen t and the
`

seasoned band
'

in need of a
`

bru sh up
'

; be tween Languag

L i te ratu re ; be tween the cu l ture s and l i tera tures of the Eng l i sh
-

speak ing wo r ld an

s tuden t
'

s ow n ; be tween the Secondary Sc hoo l and the U n ivers i t

genera l l ay
- ou t of the book , the tex ts se lec ted and the suppo rt i ng s tudy mater ia l ar

to fo s ter an i n teg rated and gradua t app roach to l i te rary s tud ie

.1ty ,
i .

( th

Li te

th

a t t h

ك"شأك

i c nصكعأ

the mo r t acce ss i b le to the mo s t soph i s t ica ted i n each of the fou r ma i n gen

the short s to ry , d ra ina and poe t ry ) . Each of the fou r ma i n part s th u s cor

open s w i th an i n t rod uc t i on to the gen re and i t fo l l owed by s ugge s t io n s fo

( fo r those s tuden ts who , even a t th i s ear ly s tage , w i sh to d i g deeper

. 4
3
u i s t ic and l i terary te rni

aشأ l repe rto ry and lie rكأ

tou]لأ se i t pert i nen

However th i s approac h ,
based on l i ngu i s t ic acce ss i bi l i ty , doe s no t p rec lude one fro

a thema t i c ap p ro ac h , th u s mov i n g a t w i l l ac ro s s ge n re bou n d a r ie s an

the way s a particu lar therne i s rende red under var iou s forma i gu i se

The n o te s and exerc i se s w h ic h fo l low e ach te x t a re arra nged i n s uch a way a s t

the studen t
'

s awareness of the c on ten t and the fonn and thu s rat iona l ize and

orga n ize , on ev i dence from the wri t ten page , lie r h i the rto impres s i on i s tic and empi r ic

,TheWORDS AND PHRASES sec t ion prov ide s explanat ion s fo r archa ic expres s ion

d i ffic u l t wo rd s , phrases , id ioni s and unfam i l i ar syn tax , o r s imp l y inv i tes th

i n he r d ic t i onary wo rd s and exp re s s ion s wh ich are e s sen t ial for theظ

.understandingof the tex

The sec t ion en tit led ABOUT THE AUTHOR , by a l l ow i ng g l imp ses at the wri ter
'

s l if

and work , w i l l i nc rease the s tuden t
'

s mo t ivat ion fo r read i n

The SKIMMING AND UNDERSTAND ING sec t ion i s de s igned to as sess the s tuden t
'

of the tex t a t a l i terai leve l before mov i n g on to the sty l i s t ic s tud

ضأكس@@
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EXPLORING THE CONTEXT bridges the gap be tween the c u l tures in wh ich the tex

embedded and studen t
'

s own ; furthermore , by re la ting tex t to con tex t
,
i t makes he

alert to the iron ies , al lus ion s ,
nuances con ta ined in the tex t and thu s prepares he

the stage that fo l low

SCANNING : STYLE AND EFFECT we c o ure to th e bedrock o f l i te rar

Th is is where the s tuden t lay s the finger on the autho r
'

s techn iques an

as they emerge from dic t ion , grammar , syn tax ,
rythm , tone and evaluate

effec tiveness . The short compos it ion w h ich comp le tes the sec tion i s made to tes

capacity to
`

absorb
'

the writer
'

s sty le o r commen t upon i t in a competen t wa

wil l be helped in th is task by the sec tion that cornes nex

TO KNOW THE GENRE treats the ex trac t under s tudy as an examp le o

nguageك

FURTHER READING sec tion is des igned to gen t ly ind uce the s tuden t to rea

on the saure theme and thu s en la rge lier exper ience of the A rt/L i fe i n te rface an

respond to the human i s tic and un iversa l is t appea l of L i te ra tu r

aim pursued is no t to cram the s tuden t
'

s heads w i th knowledge ,
bu t es sen tial ly t

their in tel lectual and cri tical facu lties , to shape the i r mind s i n such a way as t

them for the task bf personnal fu lfi lmen t and nation bu i lding

ter)ور i*مماس@كاول*ة؟،ة

.resources,that determine the pace of i ts econom ic and soc ia l deve lopmen

.9931s . Deccrnher؟
ء
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